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Year 2 Spring Term Curriculum Overview: 
Were they hard times?  

Victorians   
The Big Question … 
Were they hard times?  

The Big Idea (overview)… 
The term "Victorian" was first used during the Great Exhibition in London (1851), where Victorian inventions and morals were shown to the world. What was life like in 
Victorian times? Was it like that for everyone? How was this shown my artists of the period? How has the Victorian period shaped life around the world today? 
In this topic, children will be learning about the lives of Victorians, from the poorest children to the wealthiest citizens.  They will explore the lives of schoolchildren, which 

will start them off on their learning journey in which they will find out about many aspects of Victorian life – food, clothing, jobs, industry, transport and home life – as well 
as how Victorian holidaymakers shaped our North Devon coastal towns such as Westward Ho! and Ilfracombe. 
What was happening around the world in Victorian times will also be investigated. Pupils will find out about the way Victorians did much to create an increasingly inter-
connected world, which was at odds at times with the way they treated their colonial subjects, and how this has an effect in today’s world.  
Pupils will use their learning to identify the lives they would like to have lived during Victorian times, and those they would not have! 

Deep conceptual learning:  Why is this important to an RCPA child? 
   

Links to prior learning: Global Goals for Sustainable Development previously studied: 
 
Children have learnt about the past and different time periods  
Children have learnt about similarities and differences between the past and present  

 these Global Goals were studied in Year one we will 
continue to recap these goals whilst continuing our learning in new goals  
 
This was studied in Autumn term – Year 2  

Termly Global Goals for Sustainable Development focus: 

 

   End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture Table  

 Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all  
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Key Questions: Metacognition: 

Why are Victorians called Victorians? What was the Great Exhibition? What 
was North Devon like in Victorian times? What was it like to be a child in 
Victorian times?  
What was the Great Exhibition? What impact did Victorian Britons have on the 
world? What are ‘colonies’? How did Britain treat their colonial subjects? How 
did this affect Britain in Victorian times and how does it affect the world today? 

We will continue to focus on embedding all of the learning powers – working 
towards being ‘Super Power Sam’  
During the Spring term we will have a particular focus on the following puppets: 
Communicating Claude: to continue to develop our Oracy skills in order to explore 
discussions and debates within all curriculum subjects  
Non-Negotiable Ned: to have high expectations of learning and behavior. Also to 
develop the non-negotiable aspects of their learning and recording of work – 
presentation, letter formation, attitude to learning  
Connections Clive: explicit teaching of how, where and why we can make 
connections between our learning  

  
 

 
 

 

Oracy and Communication: 

  
  

I can use speech that is consistently 
clear and easy to understand 
 
I can use the appropriate tone of 
voice  

I can use vocabulary appropriate to 
the topic at hand 
 
I can use sentence stems to signal 
when I am building on or challenging 
other ideas 

I can ask questions to find out more 
about a subject 
 
I can offer reasons for my  opinions 

I can take turns to talk, listened and 
respond appropriately in groups 
  
I can adapt ideas, suggestions and 
opinions based on what I have heard 
 

Ideas for Oracy and Communication  
Would you rather…? 
I think that…I agree / disagree… 
 

 

Building the Community: Change / Personal Growth: 
How our community is shaped by the past and is there anything that is from 
the Victorian period  
How we can impact our community by being ourselves  
Work with the community and become involved  
 
 
 

How history changes the present  
How our school continues to change and grow 
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Suggested texts (This list is not exhaustive and you need to be selective depending on the needs and interests 
of your cohort/group): 

Key Vocabulary: 

Oliver Twist – Charles Dickens (retold by Gill Tavner/Usborne Young Reading/Vintage Children’s Classics)  
100 facts on Victorian Britain – Jeremy Smith 
You Wouldn’t Want to be a Victorian Schoolchild – John Malam 
You Wouldn’t Want to work in a Victorian Mill – John Malam 

Children in Victorian Times - Jill Barber 
Queen Victoria’s Bathing Machine - Gloria Whelan 
The Secret Diary of Jane Pinny, Victorian House Maid – Philip Ardagh 
Fair’s Fair – Leon Garfield 

Street Child - Berlie Doherty 
Who was Isambard Kindom Brunel? - Kay Barnham 
The Great Exhibition (How Do We Know About?) - Jane Shuter 

Queen Victoria - Susannah Davidson 

See each subject for specific vocabulary  

Key Experiences: 

• Museum of Barnstaple and North Devon 
– Victorian artefacts and photographs 

• Ilfracombe/Westward Ho! visit 

Opportunities for revisiting learning in the future: 
 

History – throughout the KSs curriculum  
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SCIENCE  

The Enquiry Question … 
What living things can we find at our school? 

The Learning Overview: 

 

Living things and their habitats  
The children will explore living things in our local environment. What it means to be living and look at 

food chains.  

Materials  
The children will focus on materials and their uses. 

Prior Learning: Key Texts: 
 The children will build on their prior knowledge from Reception where they 
have explored the natural world around them and recognised some 
environments that are different to the one they live in. 
The children will build on and extend their knowledge of materials from Year 
One. 
 

 

Conceptual Understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Children will learn to develop their scientific enquiry skills and be able to 

adapt these skills to investigate the knowledge they are learning.  

They will be able to ask questions, research, plan, predict, explain fair 

testing, evaluate, conclude and present their findings in a variety of ways. 
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Skills Knowledge Learning Opportunities 
• Observe closely while manipulating simple 
equipment, to generate and explore answers to 
questions.  
• Identify and classify objects and living things through 
comparison of similarities and differences. 
• Beginning to make your own relevant predictions 
based on what you know. 
• Make measurements using standard and non-
standard units to collect evidence.  
• Gather and record data to help in answering 
questions. 

Living things and their habitats  
The children will explore and compare the differences between things 

that are living, dead, and things that have never been alive. 

They will identify that most living things live in habitats to which they 

are suited and describe how different habitats provide for the basic 

needs of different kinds of animals and plants, and how they depend 

on each other. 

They will identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their 

habitats, including microhabitats. 

Finally, the children will describe how animals obtain their food from 

plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and 

identify and name di 

Materials  
The children will Identify and compare the suitability of a variety of 

everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, rock, 

paper and cardboard for particular uses. 
They will find out how the shapes of solid objects made from some 

materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting and 

stretching 
 

Children will explore our forest school garden.  
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GEOGRAPHY –  

The Enquiry Question …  The Learning Overview: 
 

 
 

  
 

Prior Learning: Key Texts: 
  

 
 

 

Conceptual Understanding: Key Vocabulary: 
  

Skills 

 
Knowledge 
  
  

Learning Opportunities 
 Victorian holiday destinations of Ilfracombe/Westward 
Ho! 

 

 

 

 

 

An Enquiry framework 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What do I already know? 
What do I think I know? 
What do I want to know? 
Why do I want to know? 

Which are the best 
questions, tools 
and techniques? 

What have we found out?  
What does it mean? 
How reliable is the 
evidence? 

What do we do with this knowledge? Who 
can we share it with? And how? 

What have we learnt? 
What new questions do we have? 
Where next? 

Asking 

Collaborating 
and Selecting  

Communicating 

Reflecting 

Evaluating 

Doing  

Fieldwork, 
research, active 
data gathering 

 Young 

geographers go 

local 

  

Doing a risk 

assessment with 

pupils 

Investigating 

OS maps 

Messy Maps 

and other 

approaches 

Taking action in the 

environment 

Making a 

report or a film 

Using the 

PGQM 

Framework  
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History –  

The Enquiry Question … Were they hard times?  The Learning Overview: 

 
 

 Children will focus on events beyond living memory that are significant nationally or 

globally: exploring and investigating the Victorian Era, significant events and  

significant people. 

 

Prior Learning: Key Texts: 

The children will build on their knowledge of the past and significant 
individuals and events learnt about in Year One 
They will build on their Historical Enquiry skills from Year One 

See Above 

Conceptual Understanding: Key Vocabulary: 
Chn will consider the impact that Victorians had on our locality and 
our everyday lives.  

 

Skills Knowledge Learning Opportunities 

Sequence photographs, artefacts etc. from 
different periods of time. 
Develop a range of relevant & specific questions 
about a historical person or event  
Outline and gather appropriate and different visual 

& written sources, and artefacts that might 

support them answering their questions  

Describe significant historical events, people and 

places   

The children will learn about significant events 
that took place in the Victorian Era 
They will think about a typical workplace for a 
Victorian Child and describe what it would be like 
for them. 
Compare artefacts from a Victorian school and 
compare them to objects used today 
Begin to understand what a ‘day in the life’ for a 
Victorian Child would entail. 
Study a significant individual from the Victorian 
Era 

Children will understand the effects the Victorian Era had 
on my local area 
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Computing  
The Enquiry Question … 
How can we sort information? 

The Learning Overview: 

 
 

The children will investigate Venn Diagrams and create their own using a variety of 
word processing skills and knowledge about sorting information.  
 
The children will become familiar with Chatterpix, taking photos and adding voice 
notes.  
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Prior Learning: Key Texts: 

The children will draw on their skills and knowledge learnt in the Yr1 Data 
Handling Unit of Computing 

 

Conceptual Understanding: Key Vocabulary: 
 
 

Background, upload, lock, text, labels, format, font, emoji, record, audio, caps lock, cut, copy, paste, 
image. 

Upload, image, add, tag, label, audio, media, copy, save. 
 

Skills/Knowledge 
The children will learn how to sort digital objects into a range of charts such as Venn diagrams, carroll 
diagrams and bar charts using different apps and software.  
The children will orally record themselves explaining what the data shows them.  
They will then learn how to add voice labels to an image.  

Learning Opportunities 
J2E data 
Microsoft Powerpoint 
Googlke Sheets 
Chatterpix 
Thinglink 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Art & Design –  
The Enquiry Question … 
 

The Learning Overview: 
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 Children will explore the artist William Morris looking specifically at his floral design. At the end of the sequence, children will 

make a simple mosaic.  

 

Prior Learning: Key Texts: 

  

Conceptual Understanding: Key Vocabulary: 
  

Skills Knowledge Learning Opportunities 

I can use a sketch book to record my 

observations and thoughts and to use them to 

review and revisit ideas.  

I can develop mark-making skills through 

experimentation with various drawing media 
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DT  –  

The Enquiry Question … 
 

The Learning Overview: 

 

  

The children will continue to build on their skills and knowledge of researching, 

designing, making and evaluating a product.  

They will create a junk model bridge that will hold on a toy car.  

 

 

Prior Learning: Key Texts: 

Planning, design and creating products  

Evaluation skills & evaluating against plans  

Identifying improvements that could be made  

Use of tools – safety 

 

Conceptual Understanding: Key Vocabulary: 

Children will continue to develop their understanding and knowledge of the 

design process – planning, making and evaluating  

They will select tools and materials appropriate to the task 

 

Plan, design, observations, draw, purpose, design criteria, drawing, label, evaluate, 

strengths, changes, like, dislike  

Tools, materials, safety  

Skills/Knowledge Learning Opportunities 
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Generate ideas by drawing on their own and other people's experiences   

Identify a purpose for what they intend to design and make   

Assemble, join and combine materials in order to make a product   

Talk about their ideas, saying what they like and dislike about them 

Link to Victorian Bridges – Brunel 
Construct a marshmallow bridge 
Construct a ‘junk’ bridge , exploring  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music  –  
The Enquiry Question … 
 

The Learning Overview: 
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Grandma Rap: 
This unit explores beat and rhythm work using crotchets and quavers. 
Beginning with on-the-spot actions, followed by stepping the 
durations, stick notation is introduced and pupils go on to create 
their own 4-beat patterns, which they will loop creating an 
accompaniment to perform the rap to.  
Orawa: 
As pupils listen to the music, they will imagine the journey of the river 
through Europe and make decisions about the scenery and events it 
passes on its way. They will make a huge piece of art based on the 
river’s journey and then, borrowing ideas from the composer, invent 
new music using vocal chants and body percussion. 
Trains: 
This unit is all about modes of transport and specifically train travel. 
Children will begin by listening and analysing four great pieces of 
music, each one describing a different vehicle. Then they will 
discover how composers use volume, speed, and rhythm in their 
music. Finally, they will create their own transport-inspired pieces.   

Prior Learning: Key Texts: 
Children will continue to develop their understanding and knowledge  
through active listening, exploring, composing and performing.  

Sing up 

Conceptual Understanding: Key Vocabulary: 
 

 beat, pulse, rhythm, note duration words and actions: crotchet (1 beat, action word = 
‘walk’), quavers (2 half beats, action word = ‘jogging’) and crotchet rest (1 beat 
silence, action word = ‘ssh’), pitch, chord, note, echo, tempo,  

Skills & Knowledge Learning Opportunities 
Use voice expressively and creatively by singing songs and speaking chants and rhymes 
*Sing chant the piece rhythmically and perform both unison and in a round.  
*Sing confidently in another language, and play a cumulative game with spoken call-and-response sections. 

Play tuned and unturned instruments musically 
 *Chant and play rhythms (using crotchets, quavers, and crotchet rests) from stick notation. 

*Play an accompaniment on tuned percussion. 

Experiment with, create, select and combine sounds using the interrelated dimensions of music  
*Compose rhythm patterns to accompany the song  

*Create action patterns in 2- and 3-time 

Children will have the opportunity to perform to 
another class and or in assembly. 
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Compose 4-beat rhythm patterns (based on known durations) using music technology to capture, change, and combine sounds. Alternatively, perform the invented rhythm patterns on body 

percussion. 

Listen with concentration and understanding to a range of high-quality live and recorded music 
*Listen actively and mark the beat by tapping, clapping, and swinging to the music. 

*Listen and move, stepping  a variety of rhythm patterns in their feet (‘walk’, ‘jogging’, ‘skipty’).  

*Learn how beats can be grouped into patterns and identify beat groupings in familiar songs.  

*Move freely and creatively to music using a prop 

*Listen and copy vocal and rhythm patterns accurately, in tune, and in time with a steady beat.  

*Listen to a variety of music and show the following durations with actions ‘walk’ (crotchet) and ‘jogging’ (quavers). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE  –  

The Enquiry Question … 
How can we ensure our dance is high quality?  

The Learning Overview: 
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The children will perform dances using simple movement patterns 

Prior Learning: Key Texts: 

These skills will have been begun to be develop in year 1 and therefore we 
will continue to develop skills and extend further  

Get Set PE website  

Conceptual Understanding: Key Vocabulary: 
 striking, release, target, aim, accuracy 

Skills Knowledge Learning Opportunities 
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Dance 

Copy, remember and repeat a series of actions. 

Select from a wider range of actions in relation to a 

stimulus. 

Use pathways, levels, shapes, directions, speeds 

and timing with guidance. 

Use mirroring and unison when completing actions 

with a partner. 

Show a character through actions, dynamics and 

expression. 

Target Games 

To develop an understanding of target games and 
consider how much power to apply when aiming at 
a target. 
To understand how to score in different target 
games using overarm throwing. 
To develop understanding of different target 
games using the skill of kicking. 
To develop striking to a target. 
To develop hitting a moving target. 
To select an appropriate skill to play a game. 

 

 

Use counts with help to stay in time with music  

Keeping Healthy  

Effects of exercise on our body  

 

Link to Science 
Observing changes in the body before, during and after 
exercise. 
Link to maths  
Keeping the score. 
Estimating distances. 
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RE  –  

The Enquiry Question … 
  

The Learning Overview: 

 

Spring 1 
Judaism 
The children will consider the following question: How important 
is it for Jewish people to do what God asks them to do? 
Islam 
The children will consider the following question: Does Praying at 
regular intervals every day help a Muslim in his/her everyday life? 
Spring 2 
Christianity 
The children will consider the following question: Is it true that 
Jesus came back to life again? 

Prior Learning: Key Texts: 
In Year 1, the children have learnt the Creation Story (Christianity), The Christmas 
Story (Christianity), Palm Sunday (Christianity), Shabbat and Chanukah (Judaism). 

Children look at a variety of stories and talk about what messages 

there are that might be considered wise 

Children look at stories from Christianity involving the birth of 

Jesus 

 

 
Conceptual Understanding: Key Vocabulary: 



Roundswell Community Primary Academy 

 
18 

 Passover, Seder meal, Synagogue, Torah, Mezuzah, The Ten 
Commandments, Western Wall, Quar’an, Mecca, mosque,  Hajj, 
hijab, five pillars, salat, Jerusalem, Judas, cross, crucifix,  

Skills Knowledge Learning Opportunities 
Interpretation- a range of Biblical stories and 
make meaning, drawing on previous 
knowledge.  
Investigation- children will develop their 
subject knowledge by learning Biblical stories 
linked to the key question. 
Evaluation- children will think about what they 
have learnt throughout the sequence and then 
make their own conclusions about the key 
question.  
Reflection- children will have time to reflect on 
their learning at the end of every lesson and 
express their own views and opinions.  
 

Curriculum Framework for RE 

Recall and name different beliefs and practices, 

including festivals, worship, rituals and ways of life, in 

order to find out about the meanings behind them. 

Recognise some different symbols and actions which 

express a community’s way of life, appreciating some 

similarities between communities 

Retell and suggest meanings to some religious and 

moral stories, exploring and discussing sacred writings 

and sources of wisdom and recognising the traditions 

from which they come 

Explore questions about belonging, meaning and truth 

so that they can express their own ideas and opinions 

in response using words, music, art or poetry. 

Parent visitor. 
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PSHE 

The Enquiry Question …  
 How can we be successful in reaching our goals?  

The Learning Overview: 

 

 

Prior Learning: Key Texts: 
  

Conceptual Understanding: Key Vocabulary: 
  

Skills  Knowledge Learning Opportunities 
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