Roundswell Community Primary Academy – Remote Education Provision

Remote Education Provision: Information for Parents
The remote curriculum: what is taught to pupils at home?
What should my child expect from immediate remote education in the first day
or two of pupils being sent home?
Your child will receive a simple Maths and English/phonics task that will sometimes include a
link to an online programme that your child is familiar with eg. Numberblocks; Busy Things.
These activities will be short, a maximum of 15 minutes and there will be no expectation that
your child will record any learning or upload it for the teacher to see. There may also be
some ‘daily practice’ tasks such as phonics or reading. Again, there is no expectation that
these will be formally recorded and uploaded for the teacher to mark. If given notice, the
school may be in a position to send your child home with a workbook or pack to complete
independently.
Children in the Nursery can expect some ‘keeping in touch’ activities lead by on of the
Nursery Staff members, e.g. a song, a story.

Following the first few days of remote education, will my child be taught broadly the
same curriculum as they would if they were in school?
We teach the same curriculum remotely as we do in school wherever possible and
appropriate. Our ultimate aim is to ensure that it is broad and balanced. However, we have
needed to make some adaptations in some subjects. For example, PE activities will use
minimum equipment and focus on children developing their fitness and certain skills. Art
learning will allow for the availability of materials and resources at home and offer options for
different media to be used.
As Nursery children are expected to be in school, as per the Government guidance, we will
aim to provide some keeping in touch learning activities for the children who are at home to
complete each day.

Remote teaching and study time each day
How long can I expect work set by the school to take my child each day?
We expect that remote education (including remote teaching and independent work) will take
pupils broadly the following number of hours each day:
Bumblebees

There is no guidance with regards to the expectation of learning
each day

(Nursery)
Dragonflies

The guidance states that younger children will require less than 3
hours work

(Reception)
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Accessing remote education
How will my child access any online remote education you are providing?
The children will access provision for online learning through the use of Tapestry, the school
website and a number of online programs. There will be a move to MS365 in the future, but
Tapestry will be used during the crossover period. It is a familiar platform to all children and
parents in the EYFS that enables teachers to post their teaching videos and upload
activities; it provides a form of communication between teachers and parents and allows
feedback to be given to pupils. The school has subscribed to a number of educational sites
and pupils have their own personal log in details for each e.g. Busy Things, Education City.
These sites enable the teacher to track the progress of their pupils and are used to
consolidate and reinforce the learning.

If my child does not have digital or online access at home, how will you
support them to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils may not have suitable online access at home. We take the
following approaches to support those pupils to access remote education:
•

•

•

We will issue or lend laptops or a Surface Go to pupils who are disadvantaged and/or
have no access to a device. Parents are emaill the school outlining their needs and
this is used to assess which families are in greatest need. These families will be
contacted on an individual basis and a device provided. If you believe you qualify for
a device but have not had communication from school, please contact us via the
school office.
We will issue or lend devices that enable an internet connection (for example, routers
or dongles) to pupils who are disadvantaged and/or have disruption to their internet
connection. Parents are asked to email the school outlining the problems they are
encountering and this is used to assess which families are in greatest need. If you
believe you are entitled to such a device but have not had communication from
school, please contact us via the school office.
Documents will be offered for delivery/collection from the school. In the case of a
bubble being locked down, all children will be provided with a Work book to record
some learning. Certain daily practices e.g. phonics, will be expected to be completed
in these books. For some families, paper copies of the work will be provided if access
to technology is limited. It is an expectation that all books and work completed will be
handed in once the children return – it forms a vital part of the evidence required for
Teacher Assessment and also enables us to monitor the effectiveness of the remote
education provision.

How will my child be taught remotely?
We use a combination of the following approaches to teach pupils remotely:
Our remote teaching approaches consist of:
• live teaching (online lessons)
• recorded teaching (e.g. Oak National Academy lessons, video/audio recordings
made by teachers)
• printed paper packs produced by teachers (e.g. workbooks, worksheets)
• reading books for pupils to have at home
• commercially available websites supporting the teaching of specific subjects or
areas, including video clips or sequences
• internet research activities (although this style of teaching will be kept to a minimum)
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Subject Specific Teaching and Learning:
English
Writing: Teachers will provide pre-recorded input videos where applicable. Guidance will be
provided on completion of the activities and Teacher modelling will be used.
We also recommend that you read to them daily, in order to immerse them in text.
Daily upload of completed work is expected, Class Teachers will acknowledge work with
once a week deeper feedback.
Phonics: where appropriate in Nursery and Reception, teachers will provide short prerecorded videos for inputs and may direct pupils to particular websites relevant to the
specific skill to practise and embed the learning.
Maths
Teachers will provide a teaching video via a short pre-made video / PowerPoint /
Numberblocks for an input and will direct children to particular activities. In addition, practical
problem-solving activities will be set when suited to the learning objective. Feedback will be
provided at least once a week.
Knowledge of the World / Topic
Teachers will provide type observations, presentations and/or short pre-recorded videos for
inputs into the session. Children will submit: photos, voice notes or videos of their outcomes,
and receive brief feedback once a week.
In some instances, children will be provided with templates for recording work. In addition,
where appropriate, photos of practical work/activities will be requested and subsequently
submitted by the children.
Expressive Art and Design
Teachers will provide suggestions for Art activities that can be completed using resources
that may be available from home.
In addition, where appropriate, photos of practical work/activities will be requested and
subsequently submitted by the children. Brief feedback will be given to pupils at least once a
week, if appropriate.
Physical
PE activities will be set to encourage children to learn or master skills taught. Children will be
directed to an assortment of dance, yoga, mindfulness and sport specific activities which will
provide variety and focus on the whole body and mind.
Due to the age of your children, other than Maths, English and Phonics, we may refer to the
other subjects when setting learning under the umbrella term of ‘Topic’.

Engagement and feedback
What are your expectations for my child’s engagement and the support that we
as parents and carers should provide at home?
Pupils should:
• Be contactable during the school day – although pupils are not expected to be in
front of a device the entire time
• Where possible, complete work to the deadline set by teachers
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•
•

Seek help if they need it, from teachers or teaching assistants via you, the parent
Alert teachers if they are not able to complete work

Parents should:
• Make the school aware if their child is sick or otherwise cannot complete work
• Help ‘set-up’ your child in the morning, support them wherever and whenever you
can and as best as you can.
• Seek help from the school if they need it
• Be respectful when making any complaints or concerns known to staff

How will you check whether my child is engaging with their work and how will I
be informed if there are concerns?
Your child’s work will be monitored on a daily basis and if the teacher has received no work,
you will be contacted by Tapestry or email on that day to offer support. This contact may be
followed up the next day with a telephone call from the teacher or an appropriate member of
staff.

How will you assess my child’s work and progress?
Feedback can take many forms and may not always mean extensive written comments for
individual children. For example, whole-class feedback is also a valid and effective method.
• Feedback will be given in a number of ways; teachers will choose the most
appropriate form of feedback for the activity in question. The teacher may message
the feedback to children directly via Tapestry. For some children, the feedback may
be given face to face (virtual call) or a telephone call. For some pieces of work, it will
be ‘liked’ to show the teacher has read it. If appropriate, the class teacher may return
the marked work either as a photograph uploaded onto Tapestry or the document
itself.
• The pupils are encouraged to upload their Maths and English work if possible that
day. This enables the teachers to adapt their daily planning as necessary,
responding to misconceptions and the needs of their class / individual children. If
uploaded that day, the class teacher will be able to look at the work and give timely
feedback where appropriate. Pupils can then access their feedback before they start
the next day’s learning. Teachers will give short feedback for Maths and/or English
daily if appropriate. Topic lessons will be reviewed and feedback given once a week
as will daily practice activities. All work, whether completed within the suggested time
or after, will be read by teachers and pupils will receive written feedback a minimum
of once a week for Maths, English and Topic.

Additional support for pupils with particular needs
How will you work with me to help my child who needs additional support from
adults at home to access remote education?
We recognise that some pupils, for example some pupils with special educational needs and
disabilities (SEND), may not be able to access remote education without additional support
from adults at home. We acknowledge the difficulties this may place on families, and we will
work with parents and carers to support those pupils in the following ways:
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•

•

•
•
•

For many pupils with SEND, the teaching envisaged through this policy would need
to be adapted. SEND pupils have a wide range of specific needs. Their teachers and
support staff will know these needs best, and how they can be most effectively met to
ensure pupils continue to make progress wherever possible if they are not able to be
in school.
It is likely that more individualised planning may need to happen in many cases, and
that the support of adults in the home will be a significant advantage where that is
possible. However, in some cases, the suggestions in this policy may also be useful
for pupils with SEND and so should be considered on their merit.
The school will contact parents of SEND pupils to liaise over their future learning and
adapt accordingly their statutory rights and provision to remote learning.
Regular communication will take place with parents and children with SEND either
via email or via telephone conversations.
Where possible and where staffing allows, some intervention teaching will take place
via ‘live’ sessions using the MS365 Teams platform, in order to match the current
provision offered to these children in school.

Remote education for self-isolating pupils
Where individual pupils need to self-isolate but the majority of their peer group remains in
school, how remote education is provided will likely differ from the approach for whole
groups. This is due to the challenges of teaching pupils both at home and in school.

If my child is not in school because they are self-isolating, how will their
remote education differ from the approaches described above?
The approach will be a blended learning approach and where possible, staff will endeavour
to provide a similar curriculum offer to that of the children in school.
Due to time constraints, this may not always be possible. However, work will be set in
keeping with the objectives currently being covered by the class.
The remote learning approach outlined above is likely not to be achievable, however, we will
try to ensure some direct teaching via the Tapestry Platform, whether this is copies of any
powerpoint lessons or in some instances copies of teaching videoed from whole class
sessions.
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